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INTRODUCTION

The current concern about the ageing of the populations in the industrialised countries is
focused on the ageing of the large post-war generations, the so-called baby-boomers.
However, our knowledge about ageing and transportation is based on current and previous
cohorts of older road users. Such knowledge only gives us limited support in predicting
future developments, since baby-boomers are in many important respects different from
their parents and will probably also reach old age with different road user characteristics,
experiences, and expectations, especially regarding private car driving.

The present paper is an attempt to cover this gap of knowledge. In a mail survey, we asked
Swedish holders of driver license born in 1947 about (1) their current travel habits, (2) any
help with transportation they provided to an older person, and (3) their expectations about
their own ageing s road users.

METHOD

A geographically stratified sample was drawn from the National Driving Licence Register. The
sample comprised 5% of the Swedish holders of driver licence born in 1944 (= 5 672
persons). They received a postal questionnaire with focus on driving habits, driving history,
whether they used to Chauffeur any elderly persons and on their attitudes and expectations
concerning their own future s elderly road users. Two reminders were mailed; a new copy of
the questionnaire was enclosed with the second reminder.

As shown in Table 1, the subject of the present survey seems to have appeared important
enough to the target group to attract an uncommonly high overall response rate, 80.1%.
Women had slightly higher rates (81.3%) than men (79.0%) but the difference was smaller
than is usually found in research literature. We had several extra commentaries from the
respondents pointing out that they found the subject very important and/or timely.
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Table 1. Response rates

Number

Gross sample 5672

Excluded, not belonging to the target population

No driving licence holder 7

Not born in 1944 35

Either driving licence holder nor born in 1944 1

Deceased, emigrated 4

Total 47

%

Net sample 5625 100,0

Completed and returned questionnaires 4504 80,1

Not answered 1121 19,9

of them not returned questionnaires 1055 18,8

returned but not completed 14 0,2

refusals 24 0,4

wrong person answerd* 6 0,2

illness 7 0,1

on journay 4 0,1

moved (returned to sender) 8 0,1
*ln all of these cases, a man answered instead of the female addressee

PRELIMINARY RESULTS

About 51% of the respondents were male. More than two out of three had a full-time
employment, a majority (72 %) lived in a single- or two-family house. The distribution of
other background variables related to living area, education, and so on, was reasonably
similar to what is known about the general population.

There was a clear gender effect related to the distribution of labour in driving: male
respondents living in a couple claimed to do most of the family's driving in 55% of the cases;
of females respondents only 11% made a similar claim.

In the household where the respondent grew up, excluding households in which none of the
members was a car driver (over 30 % of all answers), there was also a heavy male
dominance in driving: in 88%, the main driver had been male as compared to only 4%
women.

Nearly 5 % of the respondents did not drive a car at all (similarly, 5 % of the households did
not have access to a car). A typical annual mileage for private driving was between 10 000
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to 20 000 kilometres. Of the active drivers, the car was used four times a week or more
often in 66 % of the cases. Car was a predominant transport mode for all kinds of errands,
especially when seeing relatives or friends and for transportation to/from summer houses.
Situations when walking and cycling were most common were going to work/education, daily
shopping, and other errands.

About half (46.9%) of the respondents did sometimes offer transportation help to an older
relative or acquaintance in the form of chauffeuring them; men did this more often (49%)
than women (44.6%). The most commonly chauffeured persons were the respondents'
parents and parents-in-law, and women received this kind of help more frequently than
men. More than half of those receiving help were aged 80 to 89 years. More than 80% were
chauffeured once a week or less frequently.

When asked about their attitudes towards ageing and driving, the respondents attributed
great individual importance to the car and the freedom it provides. However, they were also
in favour of certain restrictive interventions towards older drivers a group. There were only
small gender differences.

Regarding their own future s older road users, the respondents were quite optimistic. They
mostly expected to lead independent lives at the age of 80 years, and to be able to have
access to recreational activities of their choice. There was a clear gender difference
regarding the expected travel behaviour: men more often expected to be driving at the age
of 80, while women more often believed they would be receiving help with their personal
transportation or using alternative means of transport.

DISCUSSION

The present preliminary findings seem to lend support to the following general conclusions.

(1) The subject is considered important by those involved (s shown by the exceptionally high
response rates).

(2) The baby-boomers at present perform a societal role in providing transport Services to
their elder relatives and friends. Half of the respondents delivered this kind of service, which
is important regarding the current demographic structure.

(3) The age and gender distribution of those chauffeured today reflect the present older
women's vulnerable position in the transport system.

(4) The baby-boomers expect to lead independent and mobile lives at the age of 80 years.

(5) The baby-boomers will grow old relying mainly on private car driving for their
transportation needs. The gender differences in travel behaviour observed in current older
road users are likely to diminish but will not disappear.


