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Politicians and officials working at the ministries, road administration, local authorities and
traffic safety organisations do the most important decisions having effects on traffic safety.
The decisions can improve safety only if they are based on valid resear ch. Good co-oper ation
and communication is evidently needed between resear chers and decision-makers.

In Finland resear chersareinvolved in the advisory board of traffic safety. The board can do
proposals and recommendationsto the Ministry on Transport and Communications but it can
not do any firm decisions. Resear cher s ar e also developing administrative toolsfor the
evaluation on traffic safety effects of road improvements. Quick surveysof mattersto be
decided in a few weekstime at the latest are becoming more popular and basic studieswith a
fixed budget isonly a distant dream - at least in Finland.

The changing role of researchersin Finland will be discussed and explained with examples.




VTT BUILDING AND TRANSPORT

In 2001 the Council of State:
Theroad transport

system must be

designed so that
nobody should dieor
be serioudy injured on
theroads.

A young male speeding against red
light caused a death of a school girl and
caused lots of need for safety actions V7ry
} .S
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Road traffic fatalities and targets in Finland
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The Consultative Committee on Road Safety

e Purpose of the Committee:

 Assists the Ministry of Transport and Communications in
planning, developing and harmonising the national road
safety policy

» Makes suggestions and initiatives concerning road safety
to Ministry of Transport and Communications

* Preparation and follow -up of the National Road Safety
Plans
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KILLED IN ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

BY ROAD USER GROUP AND SAFETY TARGET Recent safety figures urgefor drastic
Killed measur es based on resear ch findings
(12-month floating point number) to achieve the safety targets

Bicyclists, pedestrians and mopedists
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Evaluation of safety effects of road improvements

Injury accidents on Average accident
a road section rate and its variation ‘
(5 years) on a road section
| : | ' ,
Current number Change in safety
of accidents 1 situation 2 ROAD ADMINISTRATION

v

Forecast of the
number of accidents

Measure and its
impact coefficient

v

Accident Average accident severity
in road conditions in

reduction : :
guestion and its change
| T I
1) Reliable estimate of current safety situation Traffic fatality
2) For example, traffic or land use change reduction WT
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% of vehicles below indicated speed
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L ower speed limitsduring
winter mothsis an effective
and well motivated safety
measur e.
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Thank you for your attention.




	The role of researchers in Finnish safety management
	The role of researchers in Finnish safety management
	

