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Introduction 

The government programme to reduce road accidents has failed 

The programme passed in 2001 by the then government of Miloš Zeman to increase road 
safety has failed to have the desired effect. Last year alone there were 190,718 road 
accidents in the Czech Republic, in which 1,314 people died, while in the first five months of 
this year the number of accidents increased by a further 6.5 percent and the number of 
fatalities by 4.4 percent. 

The Czech republic – In spite of the measures proposed by the programme being 
implemented, the accident rate has become even worse, since the programme 
focused merely on individual isolated measures. The Ministry of Transport failed to 
engage the other ministries and other organisations that may have had an impact on 
the accident rate in the resolution of problems in any significant way. 

A frightening comparison 

It is particularly worrying that per head of population two and a half times more people die 
annually on our roads than in the countries of Western Europe. In 2001, for example, [130] 
people per million head of population were killed in road accidents in the Czech Republic, 
while the comparative figure in Great Britain was just [60]. 

No less troubling is the fact that while the number of people killed last year in accidents in 
the Czech Republic was thirteen percent greater than the figure in 1980 [+ 6 % in 2001, + 
13 % in 2002], this figure fell by almost a quarter [- 24 % in 2001, -12 % in 2002] in 
Hungary, and by more than three percent in Poland and Slovakia, although these countries 
have seen a similar boom in motorism since 1989 as the Czech Republic. 

Explanation 

Drivers in the Czech Republic rank among the worst ones in Europe. Every year there are 
130 fatalities caused by road accidents per one million inhabitants in this country. Czech 
drivers are unruly, cannot drive well because they do drive less than their colleagues abroad, 
they are nasty, aggressive and unafraid of sanctions. In the last ten years since 1993 there 
have been two million accidents in the Czech Republic, bringing death to about 14 thousand 
people. Damage to property has exceeded 65 billion crowns. On average, every 2.7 minutes 
an accident is reported to the Czech Republic Police; every 18 minutes, there is a minor 
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injury and every 96 minutes a major injury caused by an accident; every 6.7 hours a victim 
of a road accident dies. Every hour, damage caused to property exceeds one million crowns.1  

The most affected groups are senior citizens, children and youngsters. Fast driving often has 
tragic consequences. In 2002, speeding, causing the death of 556 people, caused 26,275 
road accidents. In total, 190,718 accidents were reported in the Czech Republic in 2002 with 
1,314 fatalities, 5,492 major injuries and 29,013 minor injuries. Compared to 2001, some 
numbers increased as follows: number of accidents - by 2.7%; number of fatalities - by 
7.8%; number of minor injuries - by 2.5%. The only decline was experienced in the number 
of major injuries - by 0.02%. In the last ten years 13,404 people – the population of a 
relatively large town – have died in road accidents in the Czech Republic. The total material 
damages have exceeded 62 billion Czech crowns. 

In the first quarter of 2003, there have been further increases compared to the same period 
in 2001: number of accidents increased by 5.4% and number of fatalities by 7.2%. The 
number of major injuries decreased by 2.7% and the number of minor injuries by 0.9%.  

Programme of the State Transport Policy 

Czech Government stated its Programme in official State Transport Policy which has been 
approved by its decision No 413 of 17 June 1998 the following: ”One of the steps which are 
necessary for connecting our country to the European Union, is implementation of measures 
which will lead to decrease of road traffic accidents. These measures will result from 
systematic work based on complex evaluation of road traffic accident trends and continuous 
evaluation of effectiveness of measures taken”. 

The location of the Czech Republic is situated between East and West and more important 
both in East-West and North-South directions. This is the reason why transport safety and 
especially road traffic safety is of vital importance not only for Czech citizens but also from 
the international point of view. It means the Czech Government, in close co-operation with 
international bodies involved, should take effective measures to improve road traffic safety 
with the aim of reaching high international standards in terms of creating a sustainable and 
safe European road transport environment. 

Measures to Improve Road Traffic Safety 

The first actual step taken in order to improve road safety was the introduction of the 
reduced urban speed limits in October 1997. The reduction of speed from 60 to 50 
kilometres per hour was the only legislative change, but there were also a whole range of 
measures and actions, including a campaign promoting reduction of accident risk, increased 
police enforcement and others. Practical results were shown in the decrease of accident 
consequences (comparison of 1998/97) by 237 killed, 480 seriously and 930 slightly injured. 
In the last year (1999) the number of seriously injured decreased by a further 59 and the 
slightly injured by 478 victims. On the other hand the number of fatalities increased by 95. 

                                        
1 In the last ten years road traffic safety in the Czech Republic has not developed very satisfactorily 
compared to Western European countries. Road traffic accidents bring very high economic losses to 
Czech society. The direct costs caused by road traffic accidents, including medical and hospital care, 
administrative expenses, expenses for the police and courts and material damage were calculated at 
22,518 million Czech Crowns (643 million EUR) in the same year so the total losses for the whole 
society caused by road traffic accidents reached 36,329 million Czech Crowns (1 billion EUR) in 1999. 
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The rising share of fatalities in the total number of casualties shows the increasing 
aggression of drivers. 

In 1998 the Czech Government approved the “Action Programme on Road Traffic 
Safety for 1998 – 2000”, prepared by the Ministry of the Interior. The Transport 
Research Centre on the basis of the Czech Government decision on State Transport 
Policy in 1998 has prepared the follow-up to this Programme called „System 
Programme of Road Traffic Safety Improvement“ recently. It is necessary to mention 
that the Ministry of Transport and Communications was already aware of the 
situation in 1996 when it contracted in the framework of its research programme, a 
set of road safety projects. One of those projects was the “System Programme of 
Road Safety Improvement from the Point of View of Surface Communications“, which 
was later extended by the above-mentioned governmental decision to the whole 
range of road safety problems. 

Programmes for road safety improvement are not the only administrative activity. The Czech 
Republic is applying for EU membership, wh ich also mans harmonisation of national 
legislation with the European “Aquis Communaire”. The transport branch is among those 
where the process of approximation has been completed either fully or is currently in the 
phase of final Parliamentary hearing. Concerning road safety, the legislation will be based on 
four new acts: 

1. Act on Drivers Qualification and Training 

2. Act on Road Traffic (Highway Code) 

3. Act on the Technical Conditions of Design and Roadworthiness of Motor Vehicles 

4. Act on Surface Communications (Road Act). 

The act on driver’s qualification adapts the national requirements for driver training 
and testing to the EU directives in order to enable holders of a Czech Driving Licence 
to drive in Community territory without further testing. National technical conditions 
for motor vehicles generally comply with the ECE/UN agreements and conventions 
and EU directives; the aim of the current changes is to implement the latest technical 
improvements, namely in the field of the environment/ecology and safety equipment. 
The Road Act sets out the requirements and conditions of road and motorway 
design, construction and maintenance. The New Highway Code will stipulate the 
basic conditions for road traffic. 

The responsibilities for road traffic safety are still divided between two ministries in 
the Czech Republic – the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Transport. To 
date the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic and the Czech Police Force – 
Traffic Police Branch respectively, are responsible for actions with respect to so called 
human factors in the field of road traffic safety. 

The Ministry of Transport is to date responsible for technical aspects of road traffic 
safety, including road design and construction, technical aspects of safety of vehicles 
and regulations governing driver training. 

According to the Czech Government Decision No 577 of 13 November 1996 it was 
decided to restructure competencies among the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications, the Ministry of the Interior and the Czech Police Force respectively. 
It is expected that the most responsible state authority in the field of road traffic 
safety will be the Ministry of Transport and Communications, which will take over 
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most of the recent tasks of the Ministry of the Interior and the Czech Police Force in 
this field. Besides the shift of legislative responsibility at the highest level of 
administration, these changes will take effect at a regional level. New “Transport 
Authorities” will be established at the County level with responsibility for drivers and 
vehicle registers, which has been so far operated by the Police Force. 

The overall change in responsibilities to enter into force was made during 2001, but 
the first step has been taken by moving the responsibility for the Czech 
Governmental Council for Road Traffic Safety and its Secretariat from the Ministry of 
the Interior to the Ministry of Transport and Communications in 1999, including the 
change of Chairman from the Minister of the Interior to the Minister of Transport and 
Communications. 

The questionable System Programme of Road Safety 
Improvement 

The unsatisfactory state of road safety in the early nineties provoked only low 
awareness from the authorities2. The warnings of a small group of experts were not 
taken into consideration and although the authorities approved their proposals for 
the introduction of certain measures, no support funding or even legislative 
background was created. Road accidents and their consequences were considered as 
an inevitable consequence of motorization, freedom of mobility and new life styles in 
democratic and marked oriented society. It was only in the mid-nineties, after the 
tragic statistics of the year 1994 that the government in 1998, sets out basic short-
term steps. It is aimed at the necessary improvement of current structures and 
practices. In order to reach its main target – an annual reduction of road fatalities by 
5 per cent – the Programme summarised tasks for each partner of the National Road 
Safety Council. From its beginning this was designed as a temporary action and the 
need for a further long-term strategic programme was declared. Despite certain 
positive results reached by the Action Programme in 1999 and in the first quarter of 
2000, it is already clearly visible that the road safety programme cannot be 
formulated as a summary of relatively independent activities by the bodies involved. 
Its main insufficiency is shown to be the limited decision-making authority of the 
National Road Safety Council and especially the current system of funding, without 
any co-ordination by the Council. As the most flagrant example, the permanently 
decreasing maintenance budget of the Road and Motorway Directorate should be 
mentioned, although the Action Programme emphasises the importance and 
efficiency of engineering measures. 

The long-term “System Programme of Road Safety Improvement”, which draft has 
been presented to the National Road Safety Council, should have removed these 
obstacles. The goal of the Programme was to reduce the personal and social 
consequences of road traffic accidents in the Czech Republic to levels comparable 
with EU Member States. The long-term vision was to reach the number of fatalities in 
Sweden, which was comparable to the Czech Republic in the eighties. The vision and 
                                        
2 The number of persons killed per 1 million inhabitants is still about 150 and the number killed per 
100 000 motor vehicles is still about 37 which gives much room for future improvement. 
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targets of the System Programme have been created on the basis of analyses of the 
best national experience and international practices and recommendations. 

The fundamental principles of the Programme were: 

1. Co-ordinated approach of all authorities and non-governmental bodies involved in 
the road safety process; 

2. Co-ordination and reliability of approved measures in the sphere of organisation, 
legislation, human factors, vehicle and road engineering; 

3. Cyclic process of consecutive steps within the Programme as a whole and within 
each measure; 

4. Annual executive plan of actions; 

5. Adoption of measures with qualitative and quantitative indicators; 

6. Regular evaluation of their efficiency and their up-dating; 

7. Public acceptance of the Programme and participation by the general public in the 
whole process of the compilation and implementation of the programme. 

Among the basic preconditions for efficient implementation of the Programme the 
issue of guaranteed funding during the whole period, and the practical application of 
its measures and recommendations at all administrative levels, should have been 
mentioned. Though the form of funding was under discussion, a specific “Transport 
Fund” has been approved by the Parliament with effect from July 2000. This fund 
was be created from road transport related tax revenues and was be used for 
funding the construction and maintenance of the transport infrastructure, including 
safety engineering. Effective use of funds was secured by regular evaluation of the 
Programme results. 

The tasks set out by the System Programme of Road Safety Improvement were 
targeted at the following fields and areas: 

• Organisational and legislative measures – namely to restructure the existing 
bodies involved in the road safety process in order to achieve their higher 
efficiency, co-ordinate their activities, involve non-governmental bodies, 
implement road safety issues into urban and regional planning, and up-date 
legislation as regards technical and social development; 

• Human factors – to increase public awareness of road safety problems, to 
improve the quality of driver training and to educate vulnerable groups of road 
users (children, elderly people & people with reduced mobility); 

• Traffic police & enforcement; 

• Vehicles; 

• Road infrastructure – due to the existing and deepening lack of funding, this area 
will need the greatest awareness. It is necessary to refurbish the trunk road 
network to the highest standards and to secure the operability of the whole road 
network, further steps should concentrate on extension of safety engineering 
measures, including a safety audit of new roads, traffic calming and on-road 
Telematics; 
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• Support of road safety research. 

The costs of road traffic accidents are unacceptably high. Three prognoses of the 
anticipated development of road safety have been analysed by evaluation of the 
costs of the proposed measures, their impact on safety improvement and the costs 
of accidents, which can by viewed from the point of view of savings of those costs. 
Full implementation of safety actions and reaching the Programme’s target – 
decrease of annual fatalities to 900 victims by the year 2005 required 11,5 billion 
Czech Crowns (330 million EUR) and should have saved 2,5 billion Czech Crowns (75 
million EUR) in the final year. Individual and social costs, if no extra funding is 
provided and the current accident rate remains stable, would increase (due to 
inflation) by 8 billion Czech Crowns (230 million EUR). 

Accidents in Major Cities 

Road traffic in big cities is in almost all countries different from the rest of the 
country. The high concentration of population, industry and business in a relatively 
small area means also a volume of traffic incomparable with the rural countryside or 
quiet county places. Business or cultural activities bring a number of “foreigners”, 
either from abroad or from other parts of the country, which are not familiar with the 
traffic, searching their way. All these factors influence the behaviour of road users 
and consequently lead to a higher risk of accident. On the other hand, if traffic 
volume exceeds a certain level, roads become really congested and traffic almost 
stops. The majority of accidents are damage only. The task traffic engineers, urban 
planners and other responsible persons is to solve all sides of the problem – to avoid 
congestion, reduce ecological damage, provide space for living and for driving, avoid 
serious accidents and reduce the risk of other accidents. 
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Table 1: Road accidents in major Czech cities 

 Population 
(thousand) 

Fatalities 
Fatalities/ 

1000 citizen. 
Year 

1 200 90 0.075 1997 Prague 

1 197 65 0.054 1998 

389 30 0.077 1997 Brno 

389 19 0.049 1998 

325 32 0.098 1997 Ostrava 

325 24 0.074 1998 

171 20 0.117 1997 Pilsen 

171 5 0.029 1998 

Source: Czech Police 

 

Table 2: Road accidents in selected European cities 

 
Population 
(thousand) 

Fatalities 
Fatalities/ 

100 citizen. 
Injuries 

Injuries/ 
1000 

citizen. 
Year 

1 200 90 0.075 4 259 3.549 1997 Prague (CZ) 

1 197 65 0.054 4 103 3.428 1998 

Vienna (A) 1 540 38 0.025 6 303 4.093 1996 

Brussels (B) 952 45 0.047 3 550 3.729 1995 

London (UK) 7 122 276 0.039 46 156 6.481 1997 

Birmingham (UK) 1 014 48 0.047 5 401 5.326 1997 

Berlin (D) 3 447 85 0.025 15 580 5.390 1998 

Dresden (D) 460 21 0.046 2 275 4.946 1998 

Frankfurt (D) 647 25 0.039 3 661 5.658 1998 

Munich (D) 1 217 30 0.025 7 237 5.947 1998 

Zürich (CH) 365 15 0.041 502 1.375 1995 

Sources: CZ – ÚDI, Austria – KfV, Belgium – IBSR, UK – DETR, Germany – Statisches 
Bundesamt, Switzerland – BFU 

Czech accident statistics, and this applies also to other East European countries, show a very 
high share of the most serious accidents in built -up areas, higher than in Western Europe. 
Only limited data on this issue are available, nevertheless the above tables show the gap 
between safety on urban roads of the four biggest Czech cities and selected major European 
cities. A very effective measure for reduction of accident consequences has been the change 
of maximum speed limit from 60 to 50 kilometres p.h, which is clearly indicated by 
comparison of the 1997 and 1998 figures. Our experience nevertheless shows that the 
compliance of drivers with the new speed limit has declined after the period of strict 
enforcement. 

According to all international studies, from the long-term point of view, a more efficient 
solution than relatively expensive enforcement is the implementation of various speed 
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reduction or traffic calming engineering measures. Refugee islands can provide protection of 
pedestrians and their efficiency can be increased by complementary administrative 
measures, e.g. a reduced speed limit. Paradoxically, refugee islands and fixed traffic 
canalisation used to be quite were common in all Czech towns and were removed in the 
interest of traffic fluency some thirty years ago.  

Some of the most dangerous junctions in Prague residential areas have been reconstructed 
as round-abouts. The number of injuries at those spots is now close to zero, compared with 
the previous figure of 20. Such a solution of urban black spots is significantly cheaper even 
than the construction of traffic lights and is now used for the purpose of safety improvement 
in many Czech towns.  

Development of Road Transport in the Czech Republic 

The development of transport on the territory of the present Czech Republic has been 
influenced by various factors. Though the transport infrastructure network in general follows 
the main traffic flows, which developed in the 19th century, the expansion of industry and 
railways at that period changed the position and environment of most regions. Railways 
played the major role in transport until the mid-sixties of the 20th century. Road transport 
was given only little consideration compared with the railway and during the early period of 
the communist regime the ownership of a private car was almost seen as un-socia l 
behaviour. This attitude changed rapidly after 1960 and namely in the period of the first 
political changes in 1968 – the number of passenger cars in Czechoslovakia more than 
tripled between 1961 and 1971. Factors like a poor road network unable to accommodate 
such increase of traffic lack of driver experience and the high share of pre-war vehicles led 
to an incredible increase in accident figures, culminating in 1969 with more than 1700 
fatalities. The following period of the seventies and early eighties strengthened political 
power, which brought increased police enforcement to the roads. Although this enforcement 
was motivated primarily by political reasons, it also had a positive impact on road safety. 
During that period also the most significant improvement of the road network took place – 
between 1971 and 1985 317 kilometres of motorways and ca 80 kms of express dual 
carriageways were built and ¾ of the trunk roads network was improved. The total number 
of motor vehicles (excluding tractors) reached 2.8 million in 1985, two million being 
passenger cars and those figures increased to 3.1 mil. vehicles (excluding tractors) and 2.4 
mil. cars in 1990. The average age of cars in Czechoslovakia was reduced to some 10 years. 
In 1990 roads carried 77 per cent of all passenger traffic, but despite all these facts, only 28 
per cent of freight. Since the seventies motorcycles started to disappear from our roads and 
though there were nearly half a million in registration, their use became limited to leisure 
trips by the younger generation.  

The years 1989 and 1990 signified major political, economic and social changes in our 
modern history, which were reflected also in a new role for road transport and, 
unfortunately, a new style of driver behaviour. The number of reported road accidents 
increased by nearly 20 per cent and the number of fatalities by more than 28 per cent and 
such negative development also continued in the years following. This was caused by many 
reasons – the most significant being a new sharp increase in motorization and traffic 
volumes. New registration of passenger cars doubled compared with the eighties3, but due 
                                        
3 And in the mean time, there is a permanently decreasing number of persons transported by means 
of public transport. There were transported in total 2817 millions of passengers in the year 1998, 
which represents a loss of 22 percent in comparison to the year 1993. A durable shift of transported 
citizens from public transport to individual traffic is going on, in spite of the fact that the public 
transport is considerably safer. 
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to the fact that most of those cars were imported second hand cars, the average age of the 
fleet went back to 15 years. Compliance with road traffic regulations – and in fact all 
legislation – declined as a result of the low prestige of the police. On the other hand, neither 
were drivers used to powerful vehicles nor were roads designed for the increased volume of 
traffic and higher – illegal or inappropriate – speed.  

Rapid motorization (more as 40 percent between 1990 and 1998) characterises the 
development of road traffic together with a broader individual freedom than is the case in 
the western European countries. As a consequence also more road traffic accidents occur 
than in the west. One of the main causes of these accidents in the Czech republic, as in 
many countries, is too little awareness of traffic risks among road users. 

The number of fatalities, – accidents with the most serious consequences culminated in 
1994, followed by a relatively stable trend during the next 3 years. Despite the fact that no 
major measures to reduce their number were taken, the relative improvement was reached 
mainly by a certain modernisation of the vehicle fleet. Its average age did not change. 
Nevertheless there is one important feature of our traffic worth mentioning and this is the 
mileage driven. In the communist period the average annual mileage of non-professional 
drivers was around 5 thousand kms and of company cars – which formed only a small part 
of the total fleet, ca 25 thousand kms. Due to the economic changes, though the average 
mileage of private drives has not changed significantly, about one third of the fleet now runs 
around 40-50 thousand kilometres and most of those cars, which are daily road users, are 
relatively new cars with safety design which, on the other hand, is sometimes over-estimated 
and drivers behaviour becomes more aggressive and dangerous. 

Basic data of transport development in the Czech Republic 

Table 3: Length of road network (1998) 

Motorways 498 

1st Class Roads 5 993 

Thereof dual 
carriageways 

247 

2nd Class Roads 14 660 

3rd Class Roads 34 242 

Local Roads 72 300 

“E” Roads 2 644 

Source: MDS Ministry of Transport 
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Table 4: Extension of motorway network 

Extension (km) Period 

Total Annual 

1971 - 75 64.0 12.8 

1976 - 80 193.0 38.6 

1981 - 85 60.0 12.0 

1986 - 90 39.0 7.8 

1991 - 95 57.5 11.5 

1996 - 98 85.1 28.4 

Source: RSD – road directorate 

Table 5: Development of transport by modes 

 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

Passenger Transport (bin. 
passengerkms) 

        

Road Transport 52.24 52.82 54.44 58.09 59.90 62.17 64.22 64.88 

Thereof passenger cars 39.90 41.10 44.30 49.00 51.70 54.50 57.90 59.00 

Buses 12.34 11.72 10.14 9.09 8.20 7.67 6.32 5.88 

Rail Transport 13.36 13.61 11.76 8.55 8.48 8.02 8.11 7.72 

Air Transport 2.18 1.83 2.42 2.25 2.60 3.03 3.17 3.52 

Share of Modes on Traffic 
Volumes (%) 

        

Passenger cars 58.86 60.21 64.55 71.72 72.81 74.42 76.68 77.50 

Buses 18.21 17.17 11.78 13.19 11.55 10.47 8.37 7.72 

Railways 19.71 19.94 17.14 12.41 11.94 10.95 10.74 10.14 

Air Transport 3.22 2.70 3.53 3.27 6.66 4.14 4.20 4.62 

Freight Transport (bin. 
tonkilometres) 

        

Road Transport 16.80 18.20 20.25 25.26 29.81 32.50 34.55 40.64 

Rail Transport 41.14 32.67 31.11 25.14 22.70 22.63 22.34 21.01 

Inland Waterways 1.40 1.50 1.34 1.22 1.18 1.32 1.35 0.74 

Share of Modes on Traffic 
Volumes (%) 

        

Road Transport 28.28 34.71 38.37 48.91 55.50 57.54 59.30 65.11 

Rail Transport 69.26 62.30 58.95 48.68 42.26 40.07 38.34 33.66 

Inland Waterways 2.36 2.86 2.54 2.36 2.22 2.34 2.32 1.19 

Source: RSD 
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Table 6: Daily traffic volumes (vehicle/24 hours) 

 1985 1990 1995 1995/85 

Motorways 11 236 14 519 17 024 152% 

1st Class Roads 4 107 4 888 6 088 148% 

2nd Class Roads 1 404 1 563 1 802 128% 

3rd Class Roads 393 407 453 115% 

Source: RSD 

People killed in road traffic per vehicle-kilometre driven and per 100.000 inhabitants 
in different countries in the year 2000 

Country Killed/10**9vehkm Killed/100.000 inhabitants 

United Kingdom 7,54 5,99 

Sweeden 8,34 6,67 

The Netherlands 8,90 6,82 

Czech Republic 37,81 14,46 

Hungary  11,95 

Poland  16,29 

Source IRTAD. 

Conclusion 

According to the programme of action for road safety drawn up by the European 
Commission, the number of road deaths should fall by a half by the year 2010. Without a 
more effective strategy this hardly seems possible in the Czech Republic. 

In May 2003, the Minister of Interior further informed the media that the year 2003 was 
declared “the Year of Protection of the vulnerable Road Users”; their attention should 
therefore turn in this  direction. He also drew attention to the statistics of road traffic 
accidents in the Czech Republic in 2002 and in the period from January to March 2003. He 
emphasized the fact that the majority of drivers keep exceeding speed limits particularly in 
towns, thus endangering other road traffic participants. 

A new strategy aims to help  

As in many countries, the main hindrance to the effectiveness of the present efforts of road 
safety work is the low valuation of safety and of awareness of risks of being involved in road 
traffic accidents and possibilities to improve safety among the citizens and the politicians. 
The Ministry of Transport considers it essential to fundamentally change the way in which 
this serious problem is tackled. 

By the end of February 2004 a new strategy to reduce road accidents, including tasks for 
individual ministries, should be prepared for the government. This is to include amendments 
to the laws covering motor traffic. The Ministry of Transport has made greatest progress on 
objective proposals for an amendment to law no. 361 on road traffic (2000). 
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This is to include such fundamental changes as the introduction of a disciplinary point 
system for driving violations and increased powers for the transport police, such as the 
power to confiscate the driving licence of a drunken motorist on the spot and prevent him 
from continuing his journey by car.  

The police will no longer collect fines. 

Penalties for drivers will also be considerably harsher. The police are, however, to lose the 
right to collect fines from transgressing motorists on the spot. “It is important that the 
payment of fines is no longer settled between the driver and the police. The assessment of 
violations, in relation to both penalty points and fines, should be performed by the Regional 
Authority.” 

The government is to receive the proposed amendments to the law on road transport, i.e. 
the Highway Code, in August or the first half of September. This will be followed by draft 
amendments to the laws on schools of motoring and technical conditions relating to road 
transport.  

Awareness of risk in traffic among all road user groups and of the possibilities and 
responsibilities to manage them must be improved by raising the issues on the agenda of 
urgent problems discussed in public media. Expert knowledge should be transmitted for open 
debate. 

These and other changes should result in the number of road accidents finally falling. 

Resources: 

MDS: Ministry of Transport and Communication of the Czech Republic  

RSD: Road and Motorway Directorate 

CZ – ÚDI, Austria – KfV, Belgium – IBSR, UK – DETR, Germany – Statisches Bundesamt, 
Switzerland – BFU 

Source IRTAD, RNDr. Jan Tecl 


