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Analysing history
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• Look at past: accidents, ex-post 

evaluation etc

• Now: different approach

• Less common in road safety

• Analysing development of institutional 

patterns



Institutional patterns

• Fixed patterns

• Dish washing, government formation

• Patterns can change in time

• Show power, not always fitting
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Theories

• Not one best pattern

• Hoppe (2005) and Landry et al. (2001): 

models for patterns on knowledge and 

policy
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Case: The Netherlands

• 1900-1945: hardly knowledge and policy

• 1945-1975: knowledge leads, policy follows

• 1975-1995: policy leads, knowledge follows

• 1995-now: decentralisation and integration
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Present period

• Multi-sector and multi-level trend

• But: hardly decentral knowledge 

(organisations)

• Result: knowledge needs does not 

match available knowledge
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Value for other countries

• Similar analyses: improvements

• Comparisons between countries: 

explanations and inspiration
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