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Introduction

� Results based on data from SARTRE 4

Social Attitudes to Road Traffic Risk in Europe 

� Opinions and behaviour of European car drivers, 

motorcyclists and other road users: 

�Pedestrians

�Cyclists

�Users of public transport

� Authors: 

�Gerald Furian & Christian Brandstätter, KFV 

�Virpi Britschgi, VTT 

�Emil Drápela, CDV 
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Description of the sample

� N = 21 280, Other road users = 4 290

� Respondents: people who reported 

that they used mainly other means of 

transport than cars and motorcycles 

in the last 12 months: 

- Walking 96 %

- Cycling 43 %

- Public transport 67 %

- Car passenger 59 %

- Moped (≤ 50 cc) 16 %
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Pedestrians

�Gender

� The majority of pedestrians were female (average 55%) with 

some exceptions: 

- Czech Republic, Italy, Austria, Serbia

�Age

� In Cyprus and Sweden, the majority of pedestrians belonged 

to the youngest age group (18-24 years); in Finland, Germany, 

Hungary and Italy more than 30% of pedestrians were aged 

over 65 years. 
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Cyclists

�Gender

� Male dominance in Cyprus, France, Ireland and Italy

� No clear gender differences in Austria, Czech Republic, Israel 

and Serbia

� Female dominance in all other countries

�Age

� In Cyprus, almost two thirds of cyclists were aged 18-24 years; 

high percentages also in France, Greece, Israel and Sweden

� in Estonia, France and Greece less than 10 % cyclists were 

over 65 years old; in Finland, Germany, Hungary, Italy and 

Spain, the share of this age group among cyclists was over 

25%.
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Public transport users

�Gender

� The users of public transport were predominantly female

� Clear female dominance in Estonia, Greece and Slovenia 

(less than 20% male)

� In Czech Republic, Italy and Serbia: 45% male 

�Age

� the differences in the shares of the age groups were less 

marked, apart from Cyprus and Sweden where the majority of 

users were in the youngest age group. 
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Travel modes and daily travel distance

Figure 1. Daily travel distance (km) Figure 2. Daily travel distance (%) 
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Motivations for walking, cycling and using public transport

� The most often mentioned reason for walking, cycling or using 

public transport was “there is no necessity to use motorized 

vehicles”. 

� “Need for more physical exercise” and “financial reasons”

were also quite typical motivations for not using car or motorcycle. 

� Other reasons: 

� Health

� Environment

� Fear of driving

� Driving licence withdrawal
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Differences in motivations

� Gender

� Men tended to choose financial reasons more often than 

women, whereas women were more often motivated by 

environmental reasons or fear of driving. 

� Age

� The younger the respondents, the more often they were 

motivated by financial and environmental reasons.

� The older respondents were more often motivated by health 

and physical exercise. 

� Urban and rural areas

� The financial factor was mentioned mainly in big cities, and 

also environmental issues were considered more important in 

larger cities than in rural environment. 
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Clustering of other road users

� Variables:

� Total daily travel distance (all means of transport)

� Percentages of distance in km (all means of transport)

� Travel behaviour

� Analysis was performed on the European level and not separately 

for the individual countries.

� The overall approach for the analysis was to obtain other road 

user types that can be found in each country.
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Other road user types

�Type 1: the ‘public transport user’

�Type 2: the ‘pedestrian’

�Type 3: the ‘cyclist’

�Type 4: the ‘pedestrian + public transport user’

�Type 5: the ‘active traveller’
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The main motivations for each cluster

financial health environment
no 

necessity
fear

physical 

exercise

driving 

license 

withdrawal

1.Public 

transport user
2.34 2.74 2.68 2.35 3.11 2.60 3.60

2. Pedestrian 2.68 2.47 2.81 2.46 2.87 2.52 3.51

3. Cyclist 2.46 2.37 2.48 2.30 3.15 2.16 3.56

4. Pedestrian + 

public transport 

user

2.42 2.49 2.86 2.41 2.61 2.56 2.97

5. Active 

traveller (ORU)
2.22 2.56 2.54 2.34 3.10 2.27 3.32

Total 2.45 2.54 2.68 2.37 2.98 2.45 3.46

lowest 1 2 3 4 5 highest
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Other road user types in different countries
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Conclusions

� The younger the respondents, the more often they reported 

financial reasons as motivation for walking, cycling or using public 

transport.

� The young respondents seemed to be more concerned about 

environmental issues and having environmental reasons as a 

motivation. However, in some countries the older age groups were

also highly concerned about the environmental motivations (e.g. 

Finland)

� ‘Health’, ‘fear of driving’ and ‘need more physical exercise’ were 

more often mentioned by the older respondents as reasons for 

walking, cycling or using public transport.

� ‘Financial reasons’ were slightly more important for men than for 

women, and ‘environmental reasons’, ‘fear of driving’ and ‘need 

more exercise’ were more important for women.
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� The financial reasons as motivation were mentioned mainly by 

people living in big cities. 

� Environmental issues were considered more important in larger 

cities than in other cities or rural areas.

� The loss of driving license was a significantly stronger motivation 

for people who had been involved in an accident. Significant 

differences were also found for health and environmental reasons; 

these were more important for people with experience of a road 

accident.

� Road users use a variety of modes - sometimes even in one 

journey - so policy should support multiple modes.

� There are a variety of factors that can increase the number of other 

road users so policy makers need to identify most probable causes 

to explain changes in behaviour.
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