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Aim

Compare the prevalence of fatalistic beliefs among African and
European car drivers.

Compare road safety behaviours among African and European car
drivers.

Examine the relationship between fatalistic beliefs and traffic
violations.



Method

Data from six different countries (Ghana, Tanzania, Zambia, The
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden).

4887 car drivers in the six different countries responded to a
survey (websurvey and papersurvey).

Questions based on the Driver behaviour questionnaire (DBQ) and
questions measuring fatalism.

The study is part of the AfroSAFE project funded by the European
Union.



Participants




, 18-25 | 26-45 | 46-65 | 66+
Continent| Total

years | years | years = years

African | 30331 17.3 | 50.5 | 225 6.4

European| 1854 | 9.1 404 | 31.1 | 189




Fatalism per continent

Do you believe that some people die in road crashes as
punishment for some bad deeds?

European

Do you pray before you start a journey?

European -

African -
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Fatalism per continent

Do you believe that road crashes could be the will of God?

European E
Do you believe that spiritual intervention, such as prayers,
can prevent road crashes?
European - E
Do you tie a religious symbol in your car to protect you
from road crashes?
European
0 20 40
Percent

Agreement with claims Quite a bit . To a very large extent



DBQ - ltems measuvuring traffic violations
(1=never; 5=all the time)

Become angered by another driver and give chase with the intention of
giving him/her a piece of your mind

Talked on your hand-held cell phone when you are driving

Overtaken a vehicle when you did not have a clear view (e.g. before
bends, hill tops)

Disregarded the speed limit on a residential road

Pulled out of a junction so far that the driver with right of way had to
stop and let you out



Regression

Predict traffic violations (DBQ) (1=Never)

Predictor B
Fatalism (1=Not at all, a 0.85) 0.54***
Gender (1=Male) -0.08***
Driving experience (1=Every day) -0.11***

Adj R? 0.37




Conclusion

Results indicate a higher incidence of fatalistic beliefs among African car
drivers, and a relationship between fatalistic beliefs and traffic violations.
To improve road safety in the African countries it would therefore be

necessary to also focus on fatalistic beliefs.
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