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Bridging the Road Safety Gap in Africa 
– an educational framework for professionals



Wow! 
Listen to this guy, he’s 
got a really interesting 

story to tell!

Hmmm… 
Really? 

I am not convinced



And I have some 
important things waiting 

for me on TikTok
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Road fatalities per million inhabitants.
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Relative VRU Risk in Europe and Africa
per billion kms travelled
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✓ Promoting the Safe Systems approach in Africa
✓ a system free from death and serious injury

✓ Translate tools and practices from Europe to Africa

✓ Sharing knowledge, tools and methods for road safety 
improvement
✓ But adjusted to African conditions

✓ in tight cooperation with the local actors. 

AfroSafe – a Safe Systems approach



UN Safe System Pillars
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Identify the biggest gaps in road safety training in 
African countries 

Device a training program

Aim of the study



• How many trained road safety professionals per 
million inhabitants are there in European and African 
countries?

• Where are the largest gaps in numbers?

Research question



Road authority staff
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Road safety auditors
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Vehicle inspectors

3.7 1.3 1.0

76.9

28.6
37.0 38.5

0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

Pe
r 

m
ill

io
n

 in
h

Vehicle inspectors



Driving teachers and schools
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Ambulance workers (paramedics and others)
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Is training among professionals a problem? 

• Yes, there is a large gap in 
numbers

• The largest gap is safe 
vehicles

AND

• Even if regulations and 
curricula are comparable to 
European standards…

• …they are not followed
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From numbers to actions
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✓ Structured short course 
templates

✓ Based on research and state 
of the art knowledge

✓ Follows «Blooms taxonomy»

✓ 12/24 modules already 
developed

The AfroSafe Academy curriculum



Remember

Understand

Apply

Analyse

Evaluate

Create

Blooms taxonomy



An example
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Example: A particular road section has high 
number of fatalities occurring at night-time, 
mostly due to single drive-off-road accidents
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Funded by

the European Union www.afrosafe-eu.africa

Aslak Fyhri 

TØI Institute of Transport Economics, Oslo

af@toi.no

Thank you!

mailto:af@toi.no
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